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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH 


The  name  of  Bishop  George  Romney  is  an  honored  one  in 
Utah  and  for  almost  seven  decades  it  has  been  a synonym  for 
progressiveness  and  successful  accomplishment  in  the  fields  of 
material,  intellectual  and  moral  development.  A life  that  meas- 
ures up  to  the  highest  standards  of  manhood  and  citizenship  has 
gained  Bishop  Romney  the  warm  regard  and  friendship  of  all 
with  whom  he  was  brought  in  contact.  He  was  born  in 
Dalton,  Lancashire,  England,  August  14,  1831,  died  Sunday,  Feb. 
1,  1920,  at  the  family  residence,  134  C Street,  Salt  Lake  City.  He 
was  the  son  of  Miles  and  Elizabeth  (Gaskell)  Romney,  who  were 
likewise  natives  of  England,  where  they  became  converts  to  the 
faith  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  in  1837. 
Miles  Romney  was  ordained  an  elder  of  the  Church  and  served  as 
a local  preacher  in  the  Preston  conference,  but  wishing  to  cast  in 
his  lot  with  the  Saints  living  in  Utah,  he  sailed  from  Liverpool 
on  the  27th  of  February,  1841,  accompanied  by  his  family.  They 
were  passengers  on  the  ship  Sheffield,  which  seven  weeks  later 
dropped  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  New  Orleans,  and  from  the 
Crescent  City  they  proceeded  up  the  Mississippi  river  by  boat  to 
Nauvoo,  Illinois.  While  there  residing  Miles  Romney  acted  as 
foreman  of  the  construction  of  the  Nauvoo  Temple,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  exodus  in  1846  he  took  his  family  to  Burlington, 
Iowa,  where  the  winter  months  were  passed.  In  the  following 
spring  they  moved  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  there  made  prepa- 
rations for  the  long  trip  across  the  plains,  starting  on  that  ardu- 
ous and  wearisome  journey  in  March,  1850,  with  ox  teams  and 
six  wagons.  On  the  18th  of  October  they  reached  their  destina- 
tion and  through  the  winter  the  family  camped  in  their  wagon 
boxes  on  Temple  Block,  and  while  thus  living  one  daughter  was 
born  there.  In  1856  Mr.  Romney  was  sent  on  a mission  to  Eng- 
land, where  he  remained  for  two  years,  and  in  1862  he  was  sent 
to  Dixie  and  had  charge  of  the  wood  work  on  the  St.  George 
Temple.  There  he  continued  to  reside  until  death  terminated 
his  labors  on  the  8th  of  May,  1877.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Gas- 


6 


BISHOP  GEORGE  ROMNEY. 


kell)  Romney,  was  a native  of  Lancashire,  England,  and  they 
had  a family  of  nine  children. 

This  number  included  Bishop  George  Romney,  whose  active 
identification  with  the  Church  covers  eighty  years,  for  he  was 
baptized  in  his  native  land  in  September,  1839.  He  accompanied 
his  parents  to  America  and  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  while 
at  Nauvoo,  where  he  worked  on  the  temple.  He  continued  to 
engage  in  carpentering  following  the  removal  of  the  family  to 
Utah  in  1850,  spending  much  time  on  public  works  of  which 
his  father  was  foreman.  In  1854  he  became  a partner  of  George 
Price  and  others  in  the  contracting  and  building  business  and 
the  firm  erected  many  of  the  early  homes  and  public  buildings 
of  Salt  Lake.  He  succeeded  his  father  as  foreman  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  wood  work  on  the  famous  Lion  House  and  Bee- 
Hive  House,  when  his  father  was  called  on  a mission  to  England 
in  1856.  and  he  also  acted  as  foreman  on  various  other  public 
works,  so  continuing  until  1864. 

In  the  meantime  Bishop  Romney  had  had  military  exper- 
ience through  appointment  of  Governor  Brigham  Young  as  cap- 
tain in  Major  Blair’s  Battalion  of  the  Nauvoo  Legion,  and  for 
several  months  he  was  on  active  duty  in  the  Echo  canyon  cam- 
paign. With  the  approach  of  Johnston’s  army  Salt  Lake  City 
was  practically  deserted,  many  of  its  people  removing  to  Provo, 
and  Mr.  Romney  took  his  family  with  others  there,  remaining 
until  the  trouble  was  over.  With  his  return  to  the  capital  he 
resumed  his  work  on  the  public  buildings  and  in  1864  entered 
into  partnership  with  W.  H.  Folsom,  with  whom  he  was  asso- 
ciated in  the  building  of  the  city  hall  together  with  many  busi- 
ness blocks  and  residences.  He  remained  in  the  general  contract- 
ing business  until  1869,  when  he  became  a partner  in  the  Taylor 
and  Romney,  Armstrong  Company,  his  associates  in  this  under- 
taking being  George  H.  Taylor  and  Thomas  Latimer.  The  newly 
organized  firm  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  milling  business,  be- 
coming the  pioneers  in  that  branch  of  industry  in  Utah.  Mr. 
Romney  was  made  manager  of  the  firm  and  retained  that  position 
until  1903,  when  he  withdrew  his  interest  in  the  business  and 
organized  the  George  Romney  Lumber  Company,  of  which  Mr. 
Romney  was  president  at  the  time  of  his  demise.  An  extensive 
enterprise  of  the  character  was  built  up  and  for  many  years  the 
name  of  George  Romney  has  been  a synonym  for  business 
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progressiveness,  initiative  and  forcefulness  in  the  trade  circles 
of  Salt  Lake  City.  Various  public  interests  benefited  by  the 
co-operation  of  Bishop  Romney,  who  for  a third  of  a century 
has  been  a director  of  the  Zion’s  Co-operative  Mercantile  Insti- 
tution, of  which  he  was  vice  president  for  many  years.  He 
was  also  a director  and  member  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Consolidated  Wagon  & Machine  Company  and  a direc- 
tor of  the  Oregon  Lumber  Company.  He  was  elected  to  the 
vioe  presidency  of  the  Home  Fire  Insurance  Company  and  in 
financial  circles  is  known  as  a director  of  the  Deseret  National 
Bank  and  vice  president  of  the  Deseret  Savings  Bank.  With  keen 
prescience  he  recognized  something  of  what  the  future  might 
have  in  store  for  the  beet  sugar  industry  and  was  one  of  the  first 
to  aid  in  its  development  in  Utah,  thus  taking  an  initial  step  to- 
ward the  founding  of  the  Utah  Sugar  Company.  During  the  past 
decade  Bishop  Romney  has  supervised  the  building  of  the  Des- 
eret News  Annex,  the  Hotel  Utah  and  the  Deseret  National  Bank 
Building  as  well  as  lesser  structures.  During  the  construction 
of  the  Hotel  Utah  he  made  almost  daily  inspections  of  the  struc- 
ure,  making  his  way  to  all  parts  of  the  building.  While  Mr. 
Romney  had  traveled  life’s  journey  for  more  than  eighty-eight 
years,  his  mentality  remained  keen,  his  vision  clear  and  his  discern- 
ment sound  until  the  hour  of  his  demise.  His  opinions  were  of 
great  worth  in  business  circles  and  in  a review  of  his  life  one  is 
led  to  the  conclusion  that  old  age  need  not  necessarily  suggest 
idleness  nor  want  of  occupation.  There  is  an  old  age  which 
grows  stronger  and  brighter  mentally  and  morally  as  the  years 
advance  and  gives  out  of  its  rich  stores  of  wisdom  and  experi- 
ence for  the  benefit  of  others.  Such  is  the  record  of  George 
Romney. 

Mr.  Romney  was  an  indefatigable  worker,  for  in  addition  to 
looking  after  his  extensive  business  interests  he  was  a most  earn- 
est and  enthusiastic  Church  worker.  While  on  a mission  to  Eng- 
land in  1869,  he  presided  over  the  Liverpool  and  London  confer- 
ences. In  the  priesthood  he  has  held  the  offices  of  a Seventy, 
president  of  the  quorum  of  Seventies,  High  Priest,  counselor  to 
Bishop  William  C.  Bassett,  and  later  succeeded  him  in  the  bishop- 
ric of  the  Twentieth  ward  in  1888.  He  continued  as  bishop  until 
he  was  released  in  August,  1912.  Shortly  afterwards  he  was 
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selected  as  president  of  the  High  Priests  Quorum  of  Ensign  Stake 
which  office  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

In  the  civic  affairs  of  the  city  and  state,  Mr.  Romney  played 
a most  important  part,  being  recognized  as  a leader  in  the  state. 
For  two  terms  he  was  a member  of  the  City  Council  of  Salt  Lake, 
being  first  elected  in  1882  and  again  in  1895.  In  1920  he  was  sent 
as  a delegate  to  the  Trans-Mississippi  Congress  at  Houston, 
Texas,  and  also  to  the  congress  at  Cripple  Creek  in  1891,  while 
in  1902  he  was  a member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  con- 
gress which  met  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  He  was  a man  of  liberal 
culture  and  a keen  observer,  having  accumulated  a large  store  of 
information  in  travel.  He  was  frequently  referred  to  as  “the 
greatest  traveler  in  the  State  of  Utah.”  He  had  visited  prac- 
tically every  section  of  the  American  continent,  traveling  in  Cali- 
fornia and  Mexico,  he  had  also  visited  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  Ireland,  Italy,  France,  Scandinavia,  Holland  and 
Germany.  Up  to  a few  days  before  his  demise  he  maintained  a 
deep  interest  in  the  'events  of  the  world  and  kept  himself  well  in- 
formed on  all  the  vital  problems  and  questions  of  the  age.  He 
was  remarkably  well  preserved,  retaining  his  faculties  unimpaired 
to  the  last.  His  position  in  the  public  regard  was  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  he  was  frequently  termed  the  “grand  old  man  of  Salt 
Lake.”  He  was  a familiar  figure  on  the  streets  of  the  city,  where 
for  almost  seventy  years  he  had  made  his  home.  His  life  has  made 
the  name  of  Romney  an  honored  one  in  this  country. 

He  was  one  of  those  untiring  industrious  characters  that 
were  so  necessary  for  the  growth  and  development  of  a great  com- 
monwealth. As  an  adherent  of  the  faith  which  he  had  espoused 
he  was  constant  in  season  and  out  of  season,  laboring  zealously 
for  the  uplift  and  betterment  of  his  fellowmen. 

As  a business  man  he  was  far-sighted,  accurate  in  his  deduc- 
tions, having  a keen  insight  of  the  future  immensity  of  the  state 
of  Utah.  His  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond,  which,  added  to  his 
exceptional  business  acumen,  made  him  a great  factor  in  the 
growth  and  development  of  the  inter-mountain  region.  He  was 
indeed’  a stalwart  among  men,  leaving  an  impress  that  time  will 
not  efface,  indelibly  engraven  upon  the  history  of  the  State  of 
Utah  and  the  lives  of  the  grand  and  noble  men  and  women  that 
have  builded  the  magnificent  commonwealth  and  that  have  lived 
within  its  confines. 


■■■■■■■■■ 
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This  picture  was  taken  Friday,  January  3rd,  1896,  at  Penwortham,  England.  Bishop  Romney 
lived  here  from  the  time  he  was  three  years  old  until  he  was  ten  years  old,  when  he  left  for 
America  with  his  parents.  The  party  standing  at  the  gate  is  his  son  William  S.  Romney,  who 
was  at  the  time  on  a mission  in  Great  Britain. 


V, 


FUNERAL  SERVICES 


Held  Thursday,  February  5,  1920,  at  1 p.  m.,  in  the  Assembly 
Hall,  Salt  Lake  City,  .Utah. 


BISHOP  C.  CLARENCE  NESLEN 

Announced  that  all  the  music  rendered  this  afternoon  was 
indicative  of  the  humble  character  and  spirituality  of  Bishop 
Romney,  each  piece  having  been  selected  by  him  prior  to  his 
death. 

The  choir,  under  the  leadership  of  Elder  David  J.  Watts, 
sang: 


WE  THANK  THEE,  O GOD,  FOR  A PROPHET. 

We  thank  thee,  O God,  for  a Prophet, 

To  guide  us  in  these  latter  days ; 

We  thank  thee  for  sending  the  Gospel 
To  lighten  our  minds  with  its  rays; 

We  thank  thee  for  every  blessing 
Bestowed  by  thy  bounteous  hand ; 

We  feel  it  a pleasure  to  serve  thee, 

And  love  to  obey  thy  command. 

When  dark  clouds  of  trouble  hang  o’er  us 
And  threaten  our  peace  to  destroy, 

There  is  hope  smiling  brightly  before  us, 
And  we  know  that  deliverance  is  nigh ; 

We  doubt  not  the  Lord,  nor  his  goodness, 
We’ve  proved  him  in  days  that  are  past; 

The  wicked  who  fight  against  Zion, 

Will  surely  be  smitten  at  last. 

We’ll  sing  of  his  goodness  and  mercy, 

We’ll  praise  him  by  day  and  by  night, 
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Rejoice  in  his  glorious  Gospel, 

And  bask  in  its  life-giving  light ; 

Thus  on  to  eternal  perfection 

The  honest  and  faithful  will  go, 

While  they  who  reject  this  glad  message, 

Shall  never  such  happiness  know. 

ELDER  VERNIE  L.  HALLIDAY. 

OPENING  PRAYER. 

Father,  as  thy  children,  full  of  gratitude  for  thy  mercies  and 
blessings  unto  us,  in  being  permitted  to  come  here  today  to  pay 
honor  and  respect  to  one  of  thy  most  faithful  servants  who  has 
finished  his  career  here,  we  invoke  thy  holy  name.  Thou  hast 
called  him  hence,  and  now  with  thankfulness  in  our  hearts  we 
reflect  upon  his  life,  the  labors  and  duties  that  he  has  performed 
and  that  strong  faithful  testimony  that  he  has  borne  all  his  life- 
tirrue  to  the  divinity  of  the  great  latter-day  work  and  of  Joseph 
Smith  being  a Prophet  of  God.  He  knew  this,  Father,  as  he 
knew  that  he  lived,  because  thou  revealed  it  to  him.  Thou  pre- 
served his  life  to  a good  old  age  to  bear  this  testimony,  and  thou- 
sands have  rejoiced  as  he  has  borne  it  to  them,  and  the  world 
has  been  better,  his  family  have  been  inclined  to  hearken  to  his 
counsel  and  follow  in  his  footsteps ; and  Israel,  all  of  them  who 
heard  him,  have  thus  been  blessed.  And  now,  Father,  if  there 
is  anything  in  our  minds  today  that  we  would  plead  for,  it  would 
be  this,  that  his  testimony  may  come  up  before  us,  that  we  may 
remember  how  he  delivered  it,  the  power  associated  with  it,  the 
truthfulness  of  it,  and  make  it  a profit  to  our  lives,  our  every 
day  life,  because  our  lives  are  made  up  of  little  days  and  little 
deeds,  until  we  be  brought  to  a ripe  old  age,  as  this  our  brother 
has  been,  and  more  able  to  do  much  good.  Therefore,  we  plead 
with  thee  for  the  same  spirit  and  testimony  that  he  enjoyed  and 
bore  all  his  life-time,  that  we  may  be  brought  to  this  particular 
part  of  our  existence  in  the  eternities  of  the  present,  which  is 
a part  of  the  eternities  of  the  past  and  that  which  is  to  come, 
that  we  may  be  ready  to  pass  through  the  door,  so  to  speak ; in 
other  words,  that  our  bodies  may  be  laid  away,  and  the  spirit, 
which  is  a part  of  us,  may  pass  on  and  be  received  of  thee,  for 
our  spirits  are  eternal ; and  that  we  may  be  worthy  to  be  laid 
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away  in  the  robes  of  the  Holy  Priesthood,  as  this,  our  brother, 
is  this  day,  and  be  associated  with  all  the  testimonies  that  have 
been  truthfully  borne  by  him  during  his  life. 

We  would  not  say  anything  at  this  particular  time  of  him 
that  we  would  not  have  said  years  and  years  before  he  passed 
away.  We  believe  in  thee,  our  Father,  and  in  thy  promises.  We 
know  that  thou  art  able  to  answer  our  prayers.  Thus  thy  ser- 
vant has  beseeched  all  that  he  was  associated  with  officially  and 
privately  to  remember  the  Lord,  and  remember  that  He  must  be 
called  upon ; make  him  thy  Father  by  talking  to  him,  and  plead- 
ing with  him  for  his  blessings,  and  rejoicing  that  every  day  we 
are  surrounded  with  temptations  that  are  calculated  to  lead  us 
astray;  therefore,  leave  us  not  alone,  our  Father,  any  more  than 
we  are  able  to  bear.  We  do  not  ask  that  we  be  not  tempted, 
for  the  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ  was  tempted ; He  passed 
through  these  scenes  and  experiences ; but  keep  us  so  that  we 
may  be  able  to  say,  as  Brother  Romney  has  said  time  and  time 
again  when  such  temptations  come  to  us,  “Get  behind  me,  Satan,” 
and  live  clean  and  pure,  that  it  may  be  said  of  us  as  it  was  said 
of  him. 

Father,  we  thank  thee  for  his  life,  we  thank  thee 
for  his  testimony,  we  thank  thee  for  his  splendid  fam- 
ily ; and  we  pray  thee  at  this  time  that,  although  there 
is  more  for  him  to  meet  on  the  other  side  than  he  has 
left  now,  yet  there  are  many  here  who  need  thy  encourage- 
ment and  thy  blessing.  And  we  plead  that  his  family,  and  plead 
with  them,  that  they  may  continue,  with  all  who  are  associated 
with  them,  that  they  may  follow  him,  that  he  may  be  to  them  even 
as  a star  to  follow,  even  the  testimony  that  he  ever  bore,  and 
that  they  may  in  turn  be  worthy  to  go  where  their  fathers  and 
mothers  have  gone.  We  realize  that  we  do  not  know  how.  long 
we  may  be  able  to  remain  here,  and  work  a little  more,  do  a 
little  good,  perform  a few  more  good  deeds,  until  our  time  may 
come.  Keep  us  in  the  faith,  and  may  we  have  gratitude  for 
every  principle  that  has  been  revealed  and  given  to  us  in  the 
great  work  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

Our  Father,  we  do  want  to  remember  the  testimony  that 
has  been  borne  to  us  by  this  thy  servant  all  our  lives  so  that 
we  may  feel  that  we  still  hear  him  bearing  testimony  to  the  work 
we  are  engaged  in,  and  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a Prophet  of 
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God.  Our  Father,  wilt  thou  strengthen  us  that  we  may  have 
the  same  spirit  and  the  same  power,  that  we  may  be  willing  to 
declare  the  truths  that  thou  hast  revealed  to  thy  children,  and 
on  all  proper  occasions. 

May  thy  blessings  rest  at  this  time  upon  those  who  shall 
testify  of  his  goodness.  Inspire  them  with  the  words  that  they 
may  speak  forth,  that  they  may  be  words  of  comfort  and  bless- 
ing. Without  multiplying  words  before  thee,  we  simply  say, 
Father,  remember  us,  keep  us  in  the  paths  of  virtue,  and  mind- 
ful of  the  solemn  duties  of  life  every  day,  no  matter  what  they 
may  be ; preserve  us  from  temptations  more  than  we  are  able 
to  bear,  are  the  prayers  of  our  hearts,  and  desires,  and  we  ask 
them,  dedicating  ourselves  and  this  meeting  unto  thee,  with 
all  that  thou  hast  given  unto  us,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
Amen. 

The  choir  sang: 


COME,  COME,  YE  SAINTS. 


Come,  come,  ye  Saints,  no  toil  nor  labor  fear, 
But  with  joy  wend  your  way; 

Though  hard  to  you  this  journey  may  appear, 
Grace  shall  be  as  your  day. 

’Tis  better  far  for  us  to  strive, 

Our  useless  cares  from  us  to  drive ; 

Do  this,  and  joy  your  hearts  will  swell — 

All  is  well ! all  is  well ! 

Why  should  we  mourn,  or  think  our  lot  is  hard? 
’Tis  not  so ; all  is  right ! 

Why  should  we  think  to  earn  a great  reward, 
If  we  now  shun  the  fight? 

Gird  up  your  loins,  fresh  courage  take; 

Our  God  will  never  us  forsake ; 

And  soon  we’ll  have  this  tale  to  tell — 

All  is  well ! all  is  well ! 

We’ll  find  the  place  which  God  for  us  prepared, 
Far  away  in  the  West: 
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Where  none  shall  come  to  hurt,  nor  make  afraid: 

There  the  Saints  will  be  blessed. 

We’ll  make  the  air  with  music  ring, — 

Shout  praises  to  our  God  and  King : 

Above  the  rest  these  words  we’ll  tell — 

All  is  well ! all  is  well ! 

And  should  we  die  before  our  journey’s  through, 

Happy  day ! all  is  well ! 

We  then  are  free  from,  toil  and  sorrow  too ; 

With  the  just  we  shall  dwell. 

But  if  our  lives  are  spared  again 
To  see  the  Saints  their  rest  obtain, 

O,  how  we’ll  make  this  chorus  swell — 

All  is  well ! all  is  well ! 

Bishop  Neslen  here  announced  that  the  brethren  who  would 
speak  had  been  selected  by  Bishop  Romney  before  his  death. 

EX-GOVERNOR  JOHN  C.  CUTLER. 

My  brethren  and  sisters  and  friends : I presume  that  the 
reason  I have  been  favored  by  being  requested  to  speak  a few 
moments  to  you  was  on  account  of  my  long  association  with 
Bishop  Romney  whose  body  lies  before  us.  I have  been  acquaint- 
ed with  him,  for  over  50  years,  and  during  that  time  I have  been 
on  boards  of  directors  of  different  Utah  institutions  for  over 
thirty-two  years.  It  is  thirty-two  years  since  I and  others  were 
selected  with  Bishop  Romney  to  act  on  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Deseret  National  Bank,  and  since  then  I have  served  with 
him  on  the  boards  of  directors  of  the  Beneficial  Life  Insurance 
Company,  the  Utah  Home  Fire  Insurance  Company,  the  Deseret 
Savings  Bank  and  other  institutions,  where  we  had  to  meet  once 
a week  and  once  a month ; so  that  if  I had  had  no  other  acquaint- 
ance with  him  than  merely  meeting  with  him  in  this  capacity,  I 
should  have  got  a thorough  interest  and  insight  into  the  char- 
acter of  Bishop  Romney.  I have  visited  many  places  in  past 
years  with  the  Bishop,  as  he  was  known  to  be  one  of  the  great- 
est if  not  the  greatest  travelers  of  all  the  Latter-day  Saints.  I 
have  visited  places  with  him  in  connection  with  the  Trans-Mis- 
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sissippi  Congress  and  other  congresses ; have  traveled  with  him 
through  Lake  Superior  and  Lake  Michigan,  stopping  at  the  Island 
of  Mackinaw  some  few  days ; have  visited  the  city  of  Mexico 
with  him,  in  the  year  1900,  in  company  with  President  George 
O.  Cannon,  John  Henry  Smith,  William  W.  Riter  and  others. 
And  during  the  time  that  we  have  traveled  together,  and  in 
visiting  these  places,  I will  say  that  Bishop  Romney,  whenever 
we  came  to  a town  or  city  where  there  were  any  “Mormon” 
meetings,  Bishop  Romney  invariably  attended  those  meetings  if 
it  were  possible ; and  I want  to  say  how  liberal  he  was,  for  I 
heard  after  each  occasion  when  he  had  visited  these  meetings  or 
been  with  the  missionaries  that  it  was  his  almost  habit  of  help- 
ing the  missionaries  and  the  mission  places  that  he  visited. 

One  of  my  pleasant  recollections  of  Bishop  Romney  was 
when  seven  of  us  were  called  together  by  President  Angus  M. 
Cannon,  and  we  were  told  that  the  Latter-day  Saints’  College, 
now  University,  was  in  need  of  their  first  building.  At  that 
meeting,  Bishop  Romney  was  selected  as  the  Chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee;  and  he  made  the  statement  there  that  he 
intended  to  keep  within  the  amount  that  was  subscribed  for  the 
building,  and  he  had  doubled  the  donation  of  each  one  of  these 
seven  brethren  who  were  present  at  that  time ; and  when  the 
building  was  finished  it  was  entirely  out  of  debt,  for  he  had  seen 
to  it  that  we  did  not  spend  any  more  money  than  we  had  in  sight. 
I remember  some  three  or  four  of  us  in  the  Deseret  National 
Bank,  before  the  Utah  Hotel  was  built ; we  talked  over  the  ques- 
tion, as  to  whether  the  Church  would  permit  the  old  Deseret 
News  corner  to  be  used  for  a hotel.  President  John  R.  Winder 
came  in  shortly  afterwards,  and  he  approved,  and  we  all  of  us 
went  up  to  see  President  Joseph  F.  Smith,  and  received  his  ap- 
proval. Subscription  lists  were  opened,  and  Bishop  Romney  was 
one  of  the  most  liberal  subscribers  of  any  individual  for  that 
building.  He  was  appointed  the  Chairman  of  the  Building  Com- 
mittee for  the  Utah  Hotel,  and  from  the  day  that  the  excavation 
was  started  until  it  was  finished  he  was  there  every  day,  with 
the  exception  of  those  days  that  he  was  out  of  the  City ; and 
even  after  the  hotel  was  finished  he  was  so  interested — or  rather, 
before  it  was  finished — he  was  put  on  the  committee,  and  went 
back  East,  and  helped  to  select  the  furniture  and  the  furnishings ; 
and  notwithstanding  he  was  not  a furniture  man,  still  having 
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been  in  the  lumber  business  and  a practical  man,  his  advice 
helped  materially  the  committee  in  selecting  the  furniture  and 
fixtures  for  the  hotel.  And  I can  remember  being  with  him, 
and  we  happened  to  be  over  one  Sunday,  and  he  hunted  up  the 
meeting  house  of  the  Latter-day  Saints,  as  was  his  usual  custom, 
and  went  to  the  meeting  that  Sunday  evening. 

Afterwards,  when  the  matter  of  the  building  of  the  new 
Deseret  Bank  came  up,  knowing  the  experience  that  the  Bishop 
had  had,  he  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee, 
and  he  continued  his  services  until  that  building  was  built,  and 
watched  over  it  and  the  other  buildings  that  I have  mentioned 
just  as  carefully  as  if  he  had  owned  all  of  them.  I desire  to  say, 
too,  in  this  connection,  to  show  his  liberality,  when  the  question 
of  compensation  came  up  he  did  not  receive  one  cent  as  com- 
pensation for  being  the  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee  of 
any  of  these  three  buildings  that  I have  mentioned. 

Bishop  Romney,  you,  might  say,  was  a product  of  “Mor- 
monism.”  He  was  a very  strong  character;  and  had  he  not 
joined  the  Latter-day  Saints  in  his  younger  days  would  have  no 
doubt  made  his  mark  in  the  old  country,  if  he  had  stayed  there, 
but  coming  to  Utah,  joining  the  Latter-day  Saints,  being  a 
Bishop  for  a great  number  of  years,  it  developed  his  religious 
character  and,  as  I was  told  about  another  brother  who  had  been 
a Bishop  just  about  the  same  length  of  time,  President  Smith 
stated  that  on  one  occasion  when  this  brother  had  the  arbitration 
of  a very  important  case,  he  said  that  after  he  had  conducted  it 
successfully,  and  brought  it  to  a successful  termination,  Presi- 
dent Smith  told  him  that  it  was  by  reason  of  him  being  a Bishop 
so  long,  having  the  experience,  gaining  the  patience  and  the  wis- 
dom that  the  Bishop  gained  he  was  enabled  to  bring  to  a suc- 
cessful termination  that  arbitration  matter.  And  so  with  Bishop 
Romney,  he  received  this  education  that  a Bishop  receives  and 
it  broadened  him  spiritually,  made  him  more  generous  if  it  was 
possible  to  be  than  he  was  before,  with  a sympathy  for  his  flock 
and  for  his  fellow  men  that  was  not  exceeded  by  any  one. 

My  experience  with  Bishop  Romney  has  taught  me  many 
lessons.  He  stated  to  me  only  a few  days  before  his  last  illness 
that  he  might,  and  had  no  doubt  done  things  that  he  might 
do  a little  better  if  he  had  to  live  his  life  over  again,  that  he 
had  the  weaknesses  of  human  nature,  but  he  said : “I  did  the  best 
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I could  at  the  time;  I have  nothing  to  regret,  and  when  I am 
called  I shall  go  to  a place  where  I have  just  as  many  friends 
and  relatives  as  I have  here  on  this  earth,  and  I don’t  feel  to 
regret  when  that  time  shall  come.” 

Bishop  Romney  was  one  of  the  strongest  characters,  sympa- 
thetic, generous,  true  to  his  friends,  a man  in  very  deed;  and  I 
pray  God  to  bless  the  children  and  the  relatives,'  the  grand  chil- 
dren, and  all  that  he  has  left.  I say  to  them  that  he  has  set  them 
an  example  that  they  should  all  try  and  follow.  May  God  bless 
them  to  this  end,  is  my  prayer,  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  Amen. 

ELDER  LEVI  EDGAR  YOUNG. 

i 

The  family  of  Bishop  Romney  has  greatly  honored  me  in 
the  request  that  I speak  a few  words  here,  and  I do  it  knowing 
full  well  that  many  here  knew  Bishop  Romney  for  many  more 
years  than  I ; but  I have  known  him  all  my  life.  The  strength 
that  he  gave  me  and  the  desire  to  live  an  upright  life  I can 
never  forget ; and  the  impressive  thing  to  me  about  the  character 
of  a man  like  Bishop  Romney  is  the  fact  that  men  are  very  great 
or  very  good  or  very  wonderful  when  they  have  a great  work 
to  perform.  A great  man  is  he  who  has  ideals  and  principles  of 
life  that  he  stakes  his  life  on,  and  not  only  lives  for  but  dies  for. 
And  if  any  man  believed  implicitly  in  God  and  in  the  divine 
work  of  the  Master,  in  all  of  its  power  and  in  all  of  its  great- 
ness, that  man  was  Bishop  Romney ; and  he  not  only  lived  up  to 
what  he  believed  to  be  true,  but  he  acted  it.  He  not  only  lived 
it  in  word,  but  he  believed  it  to  be  true  in  very  deed ; and  for 
this  reason  Bishop  Romney  to  me  was  a great  man,  and  exem- 
plifies those  great  characters  whom  God  calls  upon  to  perform  a 
great  work.  One  thing  I think  certain  in  our  lives,  and  that  is, 
God  never  calls  upon  a coward  to  do  a great  work.  Great  work  is 
done  by  men  of  great  ideals,  by  men  whose  power  grows  with 
their  years,  and  who  seek  the  light  and  an  understanding  of  life. 
God  calls  all  such  men,  and  when  I look  even  on  this  congrega- 
tion and  see  many  of  the  older  companions  of  Bishop  Romney, 
I dare  say  as  boys  with  him,  I think  the  worth  of  your  lives  with 
his  is  far  greater  than  you  imagine,  and  will  go  down  through 
the  years  to  make  this  world  a better  world,  and  to  make  the 
children  of  men  look  up  to  him  for  light  and  assistance. 
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I praise  the  name  of  Bishop  Romney,  and  think  he  has  left 
a wonderful  legacy  to  his  children,  and  if  they  will  ponder  over 
his  life  they  will  see  that  the  world  after  all  of  life  is  to  live,  to 
look  up  to  God,  and  so  mould  our  lives  that  with  all  our  sorrows 
and  with  all  our  trials,  and  with  all  our  blunders  we  can  know 
that  the  greatest  thing  in  life  is  to  find  God,  and  there  lodge  our 
purposes  and  our  dreams.  So  Bishop  Romney  teaches  us  so 
great  a lesson ; hejeaves  to  us  all  a wonderful  legacy ; and  as 
we  contemplate  him  with  bounding  ruggedness,  with  graceful- 
ness of  character,  that  resourcefulness,  we  can  always  remember 
after  all  men  rise  to  higher  things  and  do  manifest  and  magnify 
the  divinity  of  God  that  is  within  them.  So  I think  we  can  aptly 
sing  that  favorite  hymn  of  Bishop  Romney,  “Come,  come,  ye 
Saints,  no  toil  nor  labor  fear,  but  with  joy  wend  your  way.”  His 
journey  is  over  for  this  life;  but  there  is  no  spirit  of  death  here 
today.  It  is  the  spirit  of  life,  and  Bishop  Romney.  Bishop 
Romney  has  stepped  into  the  larger  and  more  wholesome  beauty 
of  the  life  eternal ; to  receive  the  plaudit  of  his  God  and  his 
Father. 

What  a joy  is  his!  What  happiness  will  be  his,  in  the  days 
to  come,  to  welcome  to  his  arms,  to  his  eternal  home,  all  his 
children  and  grand  children  whom  he  loved  so  much.  God  bless 
bis  memory.  Amen. 

Sister  Lizzie  Thomas  Edward  sang: 

WHO  ARE  THESE  ARRAYED  IN  WHITE? 

Who  are  these  arrayed  in  white, 

Brighter  than  the  noon-day  sun, 

Foremost  of  the  sons  of  light, 

Nearest  the  eternal  throne? 

These  are  they  that  bore  the  cross, 

Nobly  for  their  master  stood, 

Suffrers  in  his  righteous  cause, 

Foll’wers  of  the  living  God. 

Out  of  great  distress  they  came, 

Washed  their  robes,  by  faith  below, 

In  the  blood  of  yonder  Lamb — 

Blood  that  washes  white  as  snow, 
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Therefore  are  they  next  the  throne, 

Serve  their  Maker  day  and  night; 

God  resides  among  his  own, 

God  doth  in  His  Saints  delight. 

More  than  conquerors  at  last, 

Here  they  find  their  trials  o’er^- 
They  have  all  their  suff’rings  past, 

Hunger  now  and  thirst  no  more; 

No  excessive  heat  they  feel 
From  the  sun’s  director  ray, 

In  a milder  clime  they  dwell — 

Region  of  eternal  day. 

He  that  on  the  throne  doth  reign ; 

His  own  flock  shall  always  feed, 

With  the  tree  of  life  sustain, 

To  the  living  fountains  lead; 

He  shall  all  their  sorrows  chase, 

All  their  wants  at  once  remove, 

Wipe  the  tears  from  every  face, 

Fill  up  <every  soul  with  love. 

BISHOP  C.  CLARENCE  NESLEN. 

Perhaps  none  were  more  intimately  associated  with  Bishop 
Romney  than  the  brethren  who  will  now  speak  to  us — Elder  W. 
W.  Riter  and  Presiding  Bishop  Charles  W.  Nibley. 

ELDER  WILLIAM  W.  RITER. 

When  I received  the  word  from  Orson  D.  Romney  that 
his  father  had  passed  away,  the  following  passage  of  scripture 
occurred  to  me  which  I will  read.  It  was  on  the  occasion  of  the 
death  of  Abner,  one  of  the  most  trusted  of  the  king’s  servants. 
The  king,  standing  by  Abner’s  bier,  made  this  remark : “And 

the  king  said  unto  his  servants,  know  ye  not  there  is  a prince 
and  a great  man  fallen  this  day  in  Israel.”  I believe  this  ex- 
pression very  fitly  applies  to  George  Romney.  I shall  call  him 
George,  because  he  was  always  that  to  me. 
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I too  was  well  acquainted  with  Bishop  Romney  through  a 
great  many  years.  I have  traveled  with  him,  stayed  with  him, 
operated  with  him  in  almost  every  capacity,  both  religious,  politi- 
cal and  civil;  and  I want  to  bear  this  testimony  of  his  character: 
In  these  days  of  hurley  burley,  the  scramble  after  this  world’s 
goods,  a race,  so  to  speak,  for  the  things  of  this  life,  there  has 
developed,  and  possibly  naturally  so,  a system  of  ethics  that  is 
not  altogether  in  consonance  with  the  principles  of  the  Christian 
religion ; but  that  influence  never  reached  the  character  of 
George  Romney.  One  of  the  most  prominent  characteristics  of 
his  whole  career  — and  I believe  I knew  him  as  well  as  he  knew 
himself — was  his  sterling  integrity  and  his  honesty.  I have  sat 
with  him  in  many  board  meetings.  I,  too,  was  associated  with 
him  in  connection  with  many  of  the  institutions  of  this  State  and 
of  adjoining  States.  If  any  one  ever  dared  to  make  a sugges- 
tion that  had  the  least  taint  of  crookedness  about  it,  George 
would  almost  instantly  jump  from  his  seat  and  bring  his  fist 
down  on  the  table  with  force,  and  say:  “No,  gentlemen,  I will 
not  stand  for  that.”  He  was  always  insistent  that  in  any  deals 
in  connection  with  any  of  the  institutions  with  which  he  was 
associated,  everything  should  be  open  and  above  board,  that 
a man  with  one  share  of  stock  should  have  the  equal  privilege 
and  the  equal  share  with  the  man  who  had  the  most. 

I do  not  purpose  speaking  to  you  but  a very  short  time,  so 
I will  hasten  on,  and  mention  a few  of  his  characteristics  as  I 
knew  him.  It  has  been  mentioned  that  he  was  a great  traveler. 
I presume  that  no  man  in  the  State  of  Utah  has  traveled  as  much 
as  George  has,  and  very  few  in  the  United  States.  Several 
times  he  has  made  a trip  to  Europe.  He  has  traveled  all  over 
the  States  of  the  American  Union,  including  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  Alaska,  Mexico,  and  almost  every  nook  and  corner 
where  the  ordinary  traveler  went,  and  in  some  nooks  and  corn- 
ers where  the  ordinary  traveler  did  not  go.  He  was  not  an  edu- 
cated man,  but  one  of  the  most  observant  men  I ever  knew,  and 
he  accumulated  a fund  of  practical  information  that  in  measure 
was  beyond  that  of  almost  any  man.  He  never  would  rest  when 
traveling;  he  wanted  to  look  on  both  sides  of  the  car  windows 
at  once,  and  he  would  say,  many  times,  “Come,  William,  and 
look  at  this.”  And  I would  say,  sometimes,  “O  George,  I am 
tired.”  He  would  say,  “Never  mind,  look  out  here  now.”  He 
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would  insist  that  anything  that  interested  him  would  interest 
me.  He  was  always  up  first  in  the  morning,  and  he  saw  every- 
thing that  was  going  on  until  the  sun  went  down  and  shut  things 
from  his  view.  Pie  was  quite  inquisitive  in  regard  to  all  busi- 
ness matters.  If  he  came  across  a man  who  was  a superintend- 
ent of  some  industry,  that  man  never  got  away  until  George  had 
pumped  out  of  him  all  the  things  that  he  knew.  And  he  re- 
membered them.  Pie  had  a most  marvelous  memory,  and  his  ad- 
vice and  his  example  were  incomparable.  And  in  all  these  insti- 
tutions mentioned  by  Governor  Cutler,  and  which  I mentioned, 
he  has  been  of  the  most  practical  value,  and  I have  never  known 
him  to  take  a fee  or  to  take  a commission ; but  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  promote  their  welfare,  and  he  was  honest  and  above  board  in 
everything. 

Now  I want  to  mention  one  other  thing.  Those  who  will 
follow  me  will  mention  a number  of  thing's  that  I have  not  men- 
tioned and  that  have  not  been  mentioned  here  today.  But  there 
is  one  thing  that  has  always  struck  me  with  particular  force 
with  regard  to  the  character  of  Bishop  Romney,  and  that  is,  how 
closely  it  exemplifies  the  principle  of  heredity.  I knew  his 
father,  Miles  Romney,  one  of  the  grandest  characters  I ever 
knew.  George  was  greatly  like  his  father;  Miles  Romney  also 
was  not  an  educated  man,  but  a man  of  wonderful  observation 
and  deep  penetration,  and  I am  inclined  to  think  that  plus  the 
great  experiences  that  George  acquired  in  the  many  years  of 
his  life,  that  the  foundation  came  largely  from  his  father,  who 
I call  his  great  father.  If  his  family  will  not  take  exception  to 
my  mentioning  it,  I would  suggest,  and  I would  urge,  that  what- 
ever George  Romney  inherited  from!  his  father,  that  they  too 
inherited  from  their  father,  and  they  should  actually  put  these 
principles  into  practical  use.  I pray  God  also  to  bless  his  friends, 
and  bless  his  family.  He  has  a great  and  wonderful  family;  and 
one  of  the  greatest  examples  of  what  a thing  is  is  from  what  it 
produces.  “By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them.”  By  the  fruits 
of  his  family  we  know  his  family ; and  by  his  family  we  know 
him.  I ask  them  to  cherish  his  memory,  and  I ask  this  congrega- 
tion to  cherish  his  memory.  It  is  made  up  largely  of  old  friends 
that  have  known  his  character,  his  rugged  honesty  and  fidelity 
to  truth.  In  speaking  of  his  fidelity,  let  me  say,  if  there  was  any 
prominent  point  of  George  Romney’s  character,  it  was  his  fidel- 
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ity  to  his  highest  ideals,  fidelity  to  his  friends,  fidelity  to  the 
great  government  that  had  given  him  home.  He  was  an  Ameri- 
can citizen  of  the  highest  type.  Then  fidelity  to  his  religion, 
to  what  he  believed  to  be  true ; fidelity  to  his  God.  He  was  hon- 
est with  all  men.  To  maintain  his  fidelity  to  God  with  all  that 
is  good  was  his  great  ambition.  He  was  true  and  faithful  to 
every  association  and  every  ideal  of  his  character. 

May  God  bless  his  memory,  is  my  prayer,  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

BISHOP  CHARLES  W.  NIBLEY. 

It  is  surely  an  honor  I feel  to  be  asked  to  say  a few  words 
on  this  occasion.  I do  not  think  that  we  who  feel  honored  should 
weep  and  mourn,  because  this  great  man  has  departed.  It  is 
true  we  shall  miss  him,  miss  his  being  a counselor  and  example ; 
but  he  has  been  with  us  for  lo,  these  many  years,  and  he  has 
gone  to  his  rest  like  a shock  of  ripened  wheat.  I thought  what 
a noble  emblem  this  is  (referring  to  a bundle  of  yellow  ripened 
grain  in  the  decorations).  It  typifies  it,  signifies  it;  it  was  filled 
with  the  measure  of  its  creation.  It  is  not  cut  down  untimely, 
but  has  finished  its  creation.  He  could  say,  as  Paul  said:  “l 

have  fought  a good  fight,  I have  kept  the  faith,  I have  finished 
my  course,”  and  I believe  he  could  say  this  before  he  died,  and 
without  any  regret  at  all,  and  as  well  as  any  man  whom  I know. 

I have  known  Bishop  Romney  for  forty  years  and  more, 
and  have  been  more  or  less  intimate  with  him  during  all  that  time, 
and  he  has  been  all  that  has  been  stated  here,  a great  and  a good 
man.  Carlyle  says  somewhere,  that  a great  man  is  known  by  the 
number  of  beings  that  he  loves  and  blesses  and  by  the  number 
of  beings  who  love  and  bless  him.  And  measured  by  that  stand- 
ard, which  is  a true  one,  Bishop  Romney  was  a great  and  a good 
man,  and  if  I talk  for  an  hour  and  a half,  I could  not  say  more 
than  that.  As  Brother  Riter  and  the  other  brethren  have  said, 
he  was  of  a practical  nature.  He  would  come  to  Oregon  while 
I was  living  there  for  more  than  ten  years,  once  or  twice  every 
year,  and  generally  Brother  Riter  would  be  his  companion.  They 
would  go  through  our  sawmill  operations  and  our  railroad  opera- 
tions, everything  in  connection  with  the  lumber  business,  and 
become  acquainted  with  every  detail;  but,  as  Governor  Cutler 
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said,  when  Sunday  came,  or  if  it  was  not  Sunday  if  there  was 
a Latter-day  Saint  meeting  on  a week  night,  you  would  find 
Bishop  Romney  there.  While  he  was  of  the  utmost  practical 
nature,  intensely  practical,  he  was  also  intensely  spiritual,  a 
mighty  fine  combination  of  a man.  I don’t  know  in  my  acquaint- 
ance where  you  would  go  to  find  a better  man  than  Bishop 
Romney.  The  work  he  did,  as  has  been  stated  here,  speaks 
for  itself.  I have  remarked  in  the  Deseret  Bank,  and  I may  as 
well  say  it  here  as  I said  it  while  he  was  alive,  all  these  new 
buildings,  particularly  the  three  that  have  been  mentioned,  have 
gone  up,  as  I said  to  Brother  Riter  and  Brother  Cutler  and 
Brother  Barnes,  while  he  was  alive,  as  well  as  to  Brother  Romney 
who  was  with  us, — all  these  new  buildings  are  monuments  to 
you  brethren ; you  deserve  great  credit  for  spending  your  money 
so  liberally  in  building  such  a splendid  monument  here  in  this 
city  as  the  Deseret  Bank  Building.  It  is  a great  credit  to  them, 
and  Bishop  Romney  was  the  principal  mover  in  the  building  of 
the  Utah  Hotel  as  well  as  the  bank.  He  would  pay  more  than 
almost  anybody  else,  and  give  all  his  attention,  and  not  only  in 
the  building  but  all  along  he  has  almost  every  day  of  his  life 
been  there  watching  and  taking  pleasure  in  seeing  the  growth 
and  development  of  that  activity. 

No  man  of  my  acquaintance  had  a stronger  conviction,  what 
seemed  to  me  a more  firm  and  accurate  and  perfect  knowledge 
that  God  lives,  and  that  Jesus  is  indeed  the  Christ,  the  Savior 
of  the  world,  the  Son  of  the  living  God,  and  that  Joseph  Smith 
was  a Prophet  sent  of  God  in  this  last  dispensation  through 
whom  was  restored  to  earth  divine  authority.  No  man  had  a 
more  secure  and  perfect  conviction  and  knowledge  of  all  that 
than  Bishop  George  Romney,  and  he  never  failed  to  stand  for 
it,  to  make  it  known,  to  testify  of  it.  As  I say,  whenever  occa- 
sion arose,  he  was  there  on  the  spiritual  side  as  well  as  on  the 
material  side.  I know  twenty  years  and  more,  thirty  years  ago 
and  over,  when  he  used  to  come  out  to  Oregon,  he  was  then  a 
wealthy  man,  at  least  so  rated  in  that  time;  and  I have  thought, 
as  I think  now,  when  I saw  his  humbleness,  his  faithfulness,  his 
diligence,  and  when  I would  hear  his  testimony  of  the  gospel, 
his  belief,  his  assurance,  his  knowledge,  I say  I have  said  to 
miyself  many  and  many  a time,  now  there  is  the  kind  of  a man. 
His  wealth  had  not  spoiled  him.  He  grew  even  more  firm  as 
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the  years  went  on  and  as  there  was  added  to  him  of  this  world’s 
goods — more  humble,  more  devoted,  more  strong  in  the  faith 
of  the  gospel.  He  passes  away  from  us  with  the  hope  of  a glo- 
rious resurrection.  I believe  he  is  one  of  the  very  few  men, 
so  far  as  I know,  who  I believe  can  stand  in  the  presence  of 
God  and  not  be  ashamed.  Mighty  few  men  today  that  can  do 
that,  I want  to  tell  you.  Could  you?  Could  I,  and  not  be  ashamed? 
Yet  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  we  read  that  revelation  that 
the  Prophet  received  in  Liberty  Jail,  when  he  was  undergoing 
such  trials  as  no  man,  perhaps,  in  this  dispensation  was  ever 
called  upon  to  pass  through;  yet  it  was  revealed  to  him  most 
wonderfully.  There  were  revealed  to  him  most  wonderful 
truths,  and  among  them  this : 

If  you  will  keep  the  commandments,  so  and  so,  then  shall 
thy  confidence  wax  strong  in  the  presence  of  God.  The  doc- 
trine of  the  priesthood  shall  distill  upon  thy  soul ; the  Holy  Ghost 
shall  be  thy  constant  companion,  if  you  will  let  virtue  garnish 
your  every  thought,  if  you,  in  a word,  will  keep  the  command- 
ments of  God.  I have  thought  of  that  one  thing  in  that  revela- 
tion especially — “then  shall  thy  confidence  wax  strong  in  the 
presence  of  God.” — to  look  the  Lord  in  the  face ; George  Romney, 
I think,  will  come  as  near  doing  it  as  any  man.  And  O what  a 
joy,  what  a comfort,  what  a welcome  from  President  Smith  to 
Bishop  Romney ! 

The  Lord  bless  his  memory,  bless  his  family,  sanctify  his 
example  to  our  good — honest,  true,  sterling — a man,  I believe, 
after  God’s  own  heart ! The  Lord  help  us  to  appreciate  him,  and 
to  do  all  that  we  can  to  make  ourselves  acceptable  to  the  Lord 
so  that  when  our  time  comes  we  too  may  be  able  to  have  our 
confidence  wax  strong  even  in  the  presence  of  God,  and  to  have 
the  doctrines  of  the  priesthood  guide  us,  in  a word,  that  it  may 
grow  with  us,  that  we  may  so  grow  in  grace,  as  the  scripture 
says,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  as  Bishop  Romney  has 
— the  knowledge  of  God,  that  we  may  grow  in  grace  and  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  so  sanctify  our  lives  by  persever- 
ing, by  doing  the  will  of  God,  by  keeping  the  commandments, 
that  we  may  grow  to  be  acceptable  to  him  and  inherit  eternal  life, 
eternal  exaltation  in  the  presence  of  God,  I humbly  pray,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 
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Elder  Charles  R.  Pike  sang  “The  Seer,  the  Seer”  by  Presi- 
dent John  Taylor,  prefixed  by  the  words  below,  taken  from  the 
words  of  Lehi  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  arranged  and  adapted 
by  Elder  Henry  E.  Giles,  the  accompanist  on  this  occasion — 

JOSEPH  THE  SEER. 

Thus  Joseph  prophesied:  The  Lord  shall  raise  up  a Seer, 
And  that  Seer  the  Lord  will  bless ; 

And  he  shall  be  a choice  seer,  yea,  a choice  seer 
Shall  he  be; 

And  his  name  shall  be  called  after  me,  and 
It  shall  be  the  name  of  his  father. 

The  Seer,  the  Seer,  Joseph  the  Seer! 

I'll  sing  of  the  Prophet  ever  dear; 

His  equal  now  cannot  be  found 
By  searching  the  wide  world  around. 

With  Gods  he  soared  in  the  realms  of  day, 

And  men  he  taught  the  heavenly  way. 

The  earthly  Seer!  the  heavenly  Seer! 

I love  to  dwell  on  his  memory  dear, 

The  chosen  of  God  and  the  friend  of  man, 

He  brought  the  priesthood  back  again; 

He  gazed  on  the  past,  and  the  future  too, 

And  opened  the  heavenly  world  to  view. 

Of  noble  seed,  of  heavenly  birth, 

He  came  to  bless  the  sons  of  earth : 

With  keys  by  the  Almighty  given, 

He  opened  the  full  rich  stores  of  heaven; 

O’er  the  world  that  was  wrapt  in  sable  night, 

Like  the  sun,  he  spread  his  golden  light ; 

He  strove,  O,  how  he  strove  to  stay 
The  stream  of  crime  in  its  reckless  way! 

With  a mighty  mind  and  a noble  aim, 

He  urged  the  wayward  to  reclaim ; 

'Mid  foaming  billows  of  angry  strife, 

He  stood  at  the  helm  of  the  ship  of  life. 
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The  Saints,  the  Saints,  his  only  pride, 

For  them  he  lived,  for  them  he  died ! 

Their  joys  were  his,  their  sorrows  too, 

He  loved  the  Saints,  he  loved  Nauvoo. 

Unchanged  in  death,  with  a Savior’s  love, 

He  pleads  their  cause  in  the  courts  above. 

The  Seer,  the  Seer!  Joseph  the  Seer! 

O,  how  I love  his  memory  dear! 

The  just  and  wise,  the  pure  and  free, 

A father  he  was  and  is  to  me. 

Let  fiends  now  rage  in  their  dark  hour — 

No  matter,  he  is  beyond  their  power. 

He’s  free!  he’s  free!  the  Prophet’s  free! 

He  is  where  he  will  ever  be, 

Beyond  the  reach  of  mobs  and  strife, 

He  rests  unharmed  in  endless  life. 

His  home’s  in  the  sky,  he  dwells  with  the  Gods, 

Far  from  the  furious  rage  of  mobs. 

He  died ! he  died  for  those  he  loved, 

He  reigns,  he  reigns  in  the  realms  above. 

He  waits  with  the  just  who  have  gone  before, 

To  welcome  the  Saints  to  Zion’s  shore. 

Shout,  shout,  ye  Saints ; this  boon  is  given : 

We’ll  meet  our  martyred  Seer  in  heaven. 

BISHOP  C.  CLARENCE  NESLEN. 

There  are  many  hundreds  of  people,  I am  sure,  detained 
from  these  exercises  today  because  of  the  health  conditions  pre- 
vailing in  our  midst.  Among  those  are  many  members  of  the 
Bishop’s  family.  Three  of  his  children  at  the  present  time  lie 
stricken : Brother  Heber  Romney,  Sister  Ellen  Scofield,  and 
Mary  Romney  Ross.  In  the  latter  case,  the  entire  family  is  ab- 
sent because  of  sickness,  none  of  them  being  able  to  be  here  to- 
day, and  I am  sure  there  are  hundreds  of  others  who  are  de- 
tained because  of  sickness. 

President  Grant  at  this  time  is  in  Arizona  or  Southern  Cal- 
ifornia, and  has  sent  the  following  telegram  to  the  family : 
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“Your  father  was  one  of  the  most  loyal  and  faithful  men 
in  all  Israel.  He  has  gone  to  a glorious  reward.  God  bless  his 
family,  and  may  they  follow  his  worthy  example.  He  was  one 
of  my  best  beloved  friends.  Regret  not  being  able  to  attend  his 
funeral. 

“Heber  J.  Grant.” 

We  also  have  a telegram  from  President  John  M.  Knight, 
late  of  the  Ensign  Stake,  who  was  very  near  indeed  to  Bishop 
Romney,  and  who  thought  so  much  of  him  and  the  members  of 
his  family.  He  wires : 

/ 

“News  of  your  venerable  father’s  death  just  reached  us. 
My  wife  and  children  join  in  extending  love  and  sympathy.  His 
distinguished  public  services,  his  complete  integrity  and  devo- 
tion to  every  duty  and  his  personal  virtues  and  wonderful  testi- 
mony endeared  him  to  all  members  of  the  Church  everywhere.” 

Before  President  Anthon  H.  Lund  speaks  to  us,  the  family 
have  asked  that  I say  just  a few  words,  and  I trust  that  these 
words  will  be  harmonious  with  this  wonderful  occasion,  will  be 
edifying,  and  will  be  comforting,  and  will  be  inspired  by  our 
Heavenly  Father. 

My  estimate  of  Bishop  Romney  is  based  upon  an  intimate 
association  with  him  as  an  honest,  dear  neighbor,  extending 
over  my  entire  life.  Because  of  the  intimacy  that  existed  with 
his  family  and  my  father’s  family,  I almost  feel  for  his  family  a 
spirit  of  kinship.  His  wives  were  the  ones  who  came  to  our 
house  when  sickness  was  there.  We  knew  no  other  doctors  in 
those  early  days.  Boys  and  girls  were  raised  together,  and  be- 
cause of  that  intimate  association,  I say,  we  felt  as  if  we  were 
relatives  rather  than  friends  of  Bishop  Romney.  He  was  my 
Bishop  for  26  years,  confirmed  me  a member  of  the  Church, 
ordained  me  to  the  priesthood,  sent  me  forth  as  a missionary,  and 
called  me  to  various  and  many  activities  in  the  20th  Ward. 
So  he  was  so  dear  to  me  and  to  many  who  are  here  present. 

One  of  the  characteristics  that  always  impressed  itself  on 
my  mind  in  relation  to  the  bishopric  of  the  20th  Ward,  I have 
observed  in  my  short  life,  that  men  very  often  when  called  up- 
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on  to  lay  aside  certain  positions  they  lay  aside  with  such  posi- 
tions all  interest  in  the  work.  When  men  give  up  certain  po- 
sitions they  give  up  their  interest;  but  when  Bishop  Romney 
laid  down  the  responsibilities  of  the  bishopric  of  the  20th  Ward, 
after  many  years  of  service,  not  a single  interest  was  lost. 
Younger  men  were  called  upon  to  look  after  certain  details  of 
the  work,  but  he  ever  to  this  day  remained  as  father  to  that 
ward. 

He  was  a counselor;  he  was  a man  of  intelligence;  he  was 
a man  of  influence  who,  after  all,  guided  the  destinies  of  the 
20th  Ward,  although  certain  men  were  called  upon  to  perform 
certains  details  of  that  work.  He  never  lost  his  interest;  that 
was  ever  keen,  and  he  was  faithful  to  the  last  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties.  To  my  mind,  he  literally  “sought  first  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  and  its  righteousness.”  I know  of  his  innumer- 
able business  transactions.  I know  of  his  great  integrity  in  busi- 
ness affairs,  but  they  were  all  to  me,  in  my  estimation,  secondary 
to  his  devotion  to  the  Church ; no  matter  what  number  of  days 
meeting  might  be  held,  no  matter  what  transaction  he  had  to  at- 
tend to,  none  of  these  things  would  take  him  away  from  his  duties 
in  his  ward.  He  was  always  ready,  no  matter  whether  he  was 
called  to  administer  to  the  sick  or  any  other  humble  duty,  noth- 
ing would  take  him  from  his  duty  in  the  Church ; and  this  was 
true  of  him  to  the  last.  His  word  was  his  bond.  No  man  can 
say  that  he  was  dishonest  in  any  transaction.  And  with  great 
pride,  after  a long  life  of  business  activities,  he  pointed  to  the 
fact  that  he  had  never  been  a party  to  a lawsuit. 

I know  that  Bishop  Romney  had  an  undying  testimony  of 
the  divinity  of  the  work  in  which  he  was  engaged,  and  I feel 
it  was  the  greatest  legacy  he  has  left  to  his  family — his  untar- 
nished name  and  his  undying  testimony  to  the  divinity  of  “Mor- 
monism.” 

May  God  bless  his  name.  May  his  family  be  comforted, 
and  may  they  take  unto  themselves  the  many  virtues  left  to 
them  by  their  noble  father.  Peace  be  to  his  memory,  and  may 
we  as  his  friends  ever  try  to  put  the  characteristics  into  our  lives 
which  he  so  beautifully  exemplified  in  his  own,  I pray  in  Jesus’ 
name.  Amen. 
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PRESIDENT  ANTHON  H.  LUND. 

We  have  met  together  to  honor  one  of  our  brethren  who 
has  been  called  home.  Everything  that  has  been  said  about  Bishop 
Romney  by  the  speakers,  his  dear  friends,  I believe  is  true,  and 
that  he  deserves  it. 

If  President  Grant  had  been  home  I know  he  would  have 
liked  to  express  his  love  and  admiration  for  Brother  Romney. 
I have  often  heard  President  Grant  speak  about  him  and  tell 
how  Brother  Romney  had  saved  him  financially.  When  Brother 
Grant  needed  assistance  he  would  go  to  Brother  Romney  who 
was  always  ready  to  help  him.  He  loved  Brother  Romney’s  testi- 
mony, and  he  loved  Brother  Romney  as  a friend  and  a servant 
of  God. 

Brother  Penrose  desired  me  to  say  to  the  family  that  he 
loved  Brother  Romney,  and  he  would  like  to  be  present  today; 
but  being  still  weak  from  the  attack  of  the  grippe,  he  did  not 
feel  that  he  could  attend;  but  he  sends  his  love  and  regards  to 
Brother  Romney’s  family.  He  admired  Brother  Romney.  They 
were  about  of  the  same  age,  Brother  Romney  a few  months 
older.  Both  have  been  staunch  defenders  of  the  truth,  full  of 
the  testimony  of  the  Gospel,  and  men  whom  we  have  loved  to 
meet  and  to  hear. 

I have  had  pleasure  in  associating  with  Brother  Romney  in 
business  meetings.  He  held  the  position  of  Director  in  Zion’s  Co- 
operative Mercantile  Institution  during  more  than  thirty-five 
years.  Thirty-one  years  of  that  time  he  was  a member  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  of  which  Committee  he  was  also  Chairman 
four  years.  He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Vice-President  of  the 
Institution  October,  1901.  In  all  these  positions  he  rendered 
excellent  service.  I watched  his  course,  and  found  him  a con- 
servative man,  not  in  for  speculation,  but  for  taking  good  care 
of  the  means  of  the  institution.  He  was  a successful  business 
man,  but  I looked  upon  him  as  a spiritual  giant  also.  He  loved 
the  Gospel.  He  is  one  of  the  few  that  make  a connecting  link 
with  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  There  are  very  few  of  those 
men  left  that  met  with  the  Prophet  and  heard  him  speak,  for 
they  must  be  at  least  eighty  years  old  if  they  remember  having 
heard  the  Prophet.  Brother  Romney  was  about  12'  years  of  age 
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when  the  Prophet  was  martyred.  He  had  often  heard  him  speak, 
and  it  made  such  an  impression  on  his  mind'  that  he  never  for- 
got his  sayings ; and  he  always  loved  to  bear  testimony  of  the 
truth  of  the  words  he  heard  that  man  speak.  It  was  not  a mere 
enthusiastic  feeling  that  came  over  him  when  he  heard  the 
Prophet  speak  under  the  inspiration  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  but 
one  that  remained  with  him  through  life.  He  felt  it ; he  knew  that 
the  Prophet  spoke  the  truth,  and  that  he  was  inspired. 

Brother  Romney  never  wavered  in  his  faith.  He  never 
doubted  the  divinity  of  the  mission  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 
and  he  was  always  ready  to  bear  testimony  concerning  it.  When 
I heard  last  Sunday  night  that  he  had  passed  away,  I said  to  the 
brother  that  told  me,  the  last  time  that  I heard  him  speak  he 
bore  testimony  of  the  truth  of  the  Gospel,  and  he  said:  “Yes, 

within  a short  time  before  his  death  he  bore  testimony  to  his 
children,  and  to  his  family,  concerning  the  same.”  Brother 
Romney  was  thoroughly  imbued  with  it.  He  lived  in  the  Gospel. 
He  believed  in  its  ultimate  success,  and  he  looked  forward  to  the 
time  when  he  should  meet  with  those  who  had  been  true  and 
faithful ; and  I believe  that  he  has  been  released  with  honor  from 
his  earthly  mission,  and  that  on  his  return  home  he  has  met 
already  with  many  of  his  fellow  laborers  and  with  many  that 
he  loved  here  upon  the  earth.  We  have  honored  him  with  these 
flowers.  Thinking  of  his  passing  away,  I believe  he  has  met  with 
a hearty  welcome  yonder,  and  will  be  conducted  up  the  flowery 
path  to  paradise,  for  I believe  that  he  is  found  worthy  of  that 
glorious  place. 

Jseus  says  in  his  beautiful  sermon  on  the  mount:  “Blessed 
are  the  poor  in  spirit  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.” 
Brother  Romney  was  not  poor  in  property.  The  Lord  blessed 
him  with  means  sufficient  for  the  many  things  that  he  did  here. 
But  it  is  not  the  poor  alone  that  are  mentioned,  but  the  poor  in 
spirit,  or  in  other  words,  the  humble.  He  was  not  a proud  man ; 
he  was  a humble  man.  The  brethren  have  told  us  he  always  felt 
to  respect  the  priesthood  of  God  upon  the  earth,  and  he  always 
remembered  with  joy  those  men  under  whom  he  labored.  He 
was  one  of  the  few  men  connected  with  great  undertakings  who 
have  stood  prominent  before  this  State  ever  since  1850.  He 
has  been  a well  known  figure  for  seventy  years,  both  in  civil 
and  religions  circles,  and  was  always  found  on  the  side  of  right. 
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His  heart  was  full  of  love  for  the  Gospel,  love  for  righteous- 
ness ; and  hence  I believe  as  a returned  missionary  he  will  be  re- 
ceived with  joy  and  welcome  in  the  sphere  to  which  he  has 
gone. 

Now,  my  brethren  and  sisters,  I do  not  want  to  take  up  much 
time,  but  I feel  to  give  this  testimony  concerning  Brother 
Romney.  I believe  he  fulfilled  his  mission  to  the  best  of  his 
understanding  and  that  the  glad  words  will  be  spoken  to  him, 
'‘Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant.” 

God  bless  his  family,  and  bless  the  many  children  and  grand- 
children who  looked  up  to  him  and  honored  him ; and  I say  to 
them,  follow  his  example,  love  the  truth,  anti  carry  out  the 
counsel  he  has  given  you,  and  there  will  be  a joyful  meeting 
with  him  in  the  hereafter.  God  bless  you  all.  Amen. 

The  choir  sang: 

WHEN  FIRST  THE  GLORIOUS  LIGHT  OF  TRUTH. 

When  first  the  glorious  light  of  truth  , 

In  this  last  age  burst  forth, 

How  few  there  were,  with  heart  and  soul 
Could  feel  its  real  worth  ! 

Yet  of  those  few  how  many 
Have  passed  from  earth  away, 

And  in  their  graves  are  sleeping 
Till  the  resurrection  day ! 

How  many  on  Missouri’s  plains 
Were  left  in  death’s  embrace — 

Pure,  honest  hearts,  too  good  to  live 
In  such  a wicked  place ! 

And  are  they  left  in  sorrow 
And  doubt  to  pine  away? 

Oh  no ; in  peace  they’re  sleeping 
Till  the  resurrection  day. 

And  in  Nauvoo,  the  city  where 
The  Temple  cheered  the  brave, 

Have  hundreds  of  the  faithful  found 
A cold,  yet  peaceful  grave  ; 
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And  there  they  now  are  sleeping 
Beneath  the  silent  clay. 

But  soon  they’ll  share  the  glories 
Of  a resurrection  day. 

Our  Patriarch  and  Prophet  too 
Were  massacred;  they  bled 
To  seal  their  testimony,  they 
Are  numbered  with  the  dead. 

Ah,  tell  me,  are  they  sleeping? 

Methinks  I hear  them  say, 

“Death’s  icy  chains  are  bursting! 

’Tis  the  resurrection  day!” 

And  here  in  this  sweet,  peaceful  vale, 

The  shafts  of  death  are  hurled, 

And  many  faithful  Saints  are  called 
Unto  a better  world. 

And  friends  are  often  weeping 
For  those  who’ve  passed  away 
And  in  their  graves  are  sleeping 
Till  the  resurrection  day. 

Why  should  we  mourn  because  we  leave 
These  scenes  of  toil  and  pain? 

O happy  change ! the  faithful  go 
Celestial  joys  to  gain; 

And  soon  we  all  shall  follow 
To  realms  of  endless  day, 

And  taste  the  joyous  glories 
Of  a resurrection  day. 


ELDER  JOSEPH  FIELDING  SMITH. 

BENEDICTION. 

Our  Father,  who  art  in  heaven,  at  the  close  of  these  ser- 
vices, where  we  have  assembled  to  pay  our  respects  to  one  of 
our  fellow  men  and  thy  servant,  we  ask  thee  now  that  thy  bless- 
ings may  continue  with  us,  that  we  may  cherish  his  memory,  and 
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remember  the  great  testimony  which  he  has  borne  of  the  di- 
vinity of  thy  work,  for  we  realize  that  his  life  has  been  spared 
for  this  purpose,  that  he  might  testify  of  this  and  of  the  divine 
mission  of  thy  servant  Joseph  Smith,  who  was  called  and  ap- 
pointed to  establish  that  work  in  the  earth,  in  this,  the  last  dis- 
pensation. And  we  pray  thee,  Father,  that  we  may  remember 
these  things  all  our  days,  that  they  may  find  an  abiding  place 
in  our  hearts  and  in  the  hearts  of  all  his  posterity,  that  they 
may  look  to  him  and  to  his  memory,  and  remember  those  things 
which  he  said,  and  those  things  that  have  been  taught  by  him 
concerning  the  truths  of  the  everlasting  gospel,  that  they  likewise 
may  walk  in  faith  and  righteousness,  and  follow  in  his  footsteps. 
Guide  us  in  all  truth,  help  us  to  serve  thee  and  keep  thy  com- 
mandments, that  we  may  always  serve  thee  and  come  near  unto 
thee,  and  finally  be  saved  in  thy  kingdom,  to  also  sit  down  with 
the  righteous  who  enjoy  thy  presence,  which  we  pray  for,  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  thy  Son  and  our  Redeemer,  even  so. 
Amen. 

PATRIARCH  HYRUM  G.  SMITH. 

DEDICATORY  PRAYER  AT  THE  GRAVE. 

O God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  we  thy  children  surround  this 
open  grave,  wherein  we  have  placed  the  mortal  remains  of  thy 
servant,  Patriarch  George  RomJney;  and  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  by  virtue  of  the  Holy  Priesthood,  we  dedicate  this 
spot  of  earth,  the  casket,  the  body  and  all  that  pertaineth  unto 
them ; and  we  place  them  here  in  this  earth  before  thee  in  dedi- 
cation, and  wre  pray  that  thou  wilt  look  upon  them  with  thy 
blessing.  Cause  that  this  spot  of  earth,  these  remains,  the  casket 
and  all  that  pertains  to  them  may  remain  undisturbed  until  thy 
servant  shall  be  called  forth  by  thee. 

Father,  we  pray  thee  to  bless  the  life  of  this  noble  man, 
that  he  may  be  a blessing  unto  all  his  posterity  and  all  that  he 
has.  mingled  with  among  men,  that  his  life  may  be  a burning  light 
unto  thy  children  who  knew  him. 

Father,  let  thy  blessing  be  upon  this  spot  of  earth,  that 
those  who  come  unto  this  place  may  realize  that  only  the  mortal 
remains  are  here,  but  the  spirit  of  this  noble  man  is  in  the  para- 
dise of  God,  awaiting  a glorious  resurrection. 
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To  this  end  we  dedicate  this  spot  of  earth,  the  body,  the 
casket  and  the  remains  that  we  hav»e  placed  here,  and  pray  thy 
blessings  upon  it  from  this  time,  and  that  thy  tender  watchcare 
may  be  over  it,  and  that  nothing  may  mar  the  rest  of  this  thy 
servant  until  this  body  shall  be  again  united  with  his  glorious 
spirit.  To  this  end  we  dedicate  and  consecrate  this  spot  of  earth 
and  this  body  and  all  that  pertain  unto  it,  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  RESPECT 


ZION’S  CO-OPERATIVE  MERCANTILE 
INSTITUTION. 

Whereas,  on  the  first  day  of  February,  1920,  Bishop  George 

Romney  departed  this  life  in  his  89th  year,  and, 

Whereas,  he  had  acted  as  Director  of  Zion’s  Co-operative 
Mercantile  Institution  since  the  4th  of  October,  1888;  as  a mem- 
ber of  its  Executive  Committee  since  October  10th,  1888 ; as 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  from  October  13th,  1893, 
and  as  Vice-president  of  the  Board  of  Directors  since  October 
17,  1901 ; 

Resolved  that  we,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Zion’s  Co-opera- 
tive Mercantile  Institution,  hereby  express  our  appreciation  of  his 
faithful  labors,  his  integrity,  untiring  service  and  unselfish  de- 
votion to  the  interests  and  welfare  of  this  institution;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved  that  we  do  hereby  convey  to  his  large  family  in 
their  hour  of  sorrow,  our  sincere  and  heartfelt  sympathy  in  the 
bereavement  which  they  have  sustained.  He  was  a loving  father 
and  counselor  whose  passing  is  a deep  loss,  not  only  to  them, 
but  to  the  whole  people  of  the  West,  and  particularly  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Utah  in  whose  interests  he  ever  labored. 

Resolved  that  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  that  a copy,  signed  by  the  presi- 
dent and  secretary,  be  forwarded  to  his  family. 

DESERET  NATIONAL  BANK. 

Whereas  A Divine  Providence  has  called  from  our  midst 
cur  friend  and  fellow  director,  Bishop  George  Romney,  whose 
death  occurred  in  Salt  Lake,  February  1,  1920. 

Therefore  he  it  Resolved  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Deseret  National  Bank,  that  in  the  passing  of  Bishop  Romney 
this  bank  has  lost  one  of  its  ablest  officials  and  staunchest  friends. 
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He  had  been  a member  of  the  board  of  directors  for  the  past  32 
years  and  one  of  its  examining  committee  a large  portion  of  that 
time.  His  interest  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  bank  was 
untiring.  His  wise  and  conservative  methods,  his  vast  expe- 
rience, his  wide  acquaintance,  and  the  high  reputation  he  enjoyed 
made  him  a pillar  of  strength  to  the  institution.  In  upholding  his 
principles  he  was  a stalwart  of  stalwarts ; the  impersonation  of 
rugged  honesty,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  his  standing  in 
the  community  and  his  high  character  contributed  in  no  small 
degree  to  the  confidence  reposed  in  this  bank  by  the  public.  We 
mourn  his  departure  alike  as  a counselor,  a brother,  and  a friend ; 
and  feel  that  our  loss  is  one  which  the  whole  community  shares, 
for  his  name  had  been  linked  for  years  with  many  of  the  fore- 
most enterprises  of  our  city  and  state. 

Be  it  Further  Resolved  That:  These  resolutions  be  entered 
upon  the  records  of  the  bank  and  that  copies  be  forwarded  to 
the  family  of  Bishop  Romney,  as  a mark  of  our  respect  and 
sympathy  in  their  bereavement. 

DESERET  SAVINGS  BANK. 

After  a long,  industrious,  and  useful  life,  Bishop  George 
Romney  departed  this  life  on  February  1st,  1920,  at  the  ripe 
age  of  over  eighty-eight  years. 

He  was  a Director  of  The  Deseret  Savings  Bank  since  its 
organization  in  1889,  and  for  the  past  ten  years  its  Vice-presi- 
dent, acting  in  that  capacity  until  the  end  of  his  earthly  career. 

At  all  times  he  was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  duties,  and 
prompt  in  the  fulfilment  of  all  appointments.  His  long  expe- 
rience in  many  public  affairs  and  his  sterling  integrity  were  of 
great  value  to  our  institution,  as  well  as  to  the  general  public, 
and  in  consideration  of  his  great  merits  and  high  esteem  in  which 
we  hold  his  memory, 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  officers  and  Directors  of  The  Deseret 
Savings  Bank  that  in  the  death  of  George  Romney  we  have  been 
deprived  of  a sincere  friend  and  an  able  associate.  The  State 
one  of  its  foremost  citizens,  and  the  Church  to  which  he  belonged 
one  of  its  most  strict  adherents,  whose  absence  from  our  midst 
will  be  deeply  felt,  and  in  whose  departure  the  people  of  this  in- 
termountain region  will  miss  a valued  friend  and  benefactor. 
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That  we  sympathize  sincerely  with  his  family  and  friends 
in  their  great  bereavement,  and  that  this  resolution  be  spread 
upon  the  minutes  of  our  books,  engrossed,  and  a copy  thereof 
presented  to  his  family. 

UTAH  HOME  FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY. 

Whereas , the  hand  of  death  has  removed  from  this  stage  of 
action  the  Vice-President  of  this  company,  George  Romney, 
whose  passing  occurred  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  on  February  1st, 
1920. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Utah  Home  Fire  Insurance  Company,  that  we  place  upon  record 
an  expression  of  the  loss  we  have  sustained  in  the  departure  of 
our  brother  and  friend.  He  took  part  in  the  organization  of  the 
company  in  1886,  and  became  its  vice-president  in  October,  1890; 
during  all  those  years  he  rendered  faithful  and  valued  service  to 
the  company  and  was  ever  one  of  its  foremost  supporters  and 
friends.  He  was  a tower  of  strength  in  all  the  departments  of 
life  he  was  called  on  to  fill,  and  in  his  death  the  community  loses 
one  of  its  ablest  and  most  progressive  citizens. 

Be  it  Further  Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread 
upon  the  minutes  of  the  company  and  that  they  also  be  engrossed 
and  forwarded  to  the  family  of  our  departed  associate  as  a token 
of  sympathy  and  esteem. 

UTAH-IDAHO  SUGAR  COMPANY. 

Whereas,  The  Utah-Idaho  Sugar  Company  has  been  called 
on  to  mourn  the  departure  of  one  of  its  board  of  directors, 
Bishop  George  Romney,  whose  demise  occurred  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  February  1st,  1920 — 

Therefore  he  it  Resolved,  By  the  officers  and  board  of  di- 
rectors of  the  company  that  we  deem  it  fitting  to  pay  a tribute  of 
respect  to  the  memory  of  our  departed  associate  and  to  tender 
his  family  our  sincerest  sympathy  in  their  bereavement.  Always 
an  earnest  advocate  of  home  industries,  Bishop  Romney  had 
been  connected  with  this  company  almost  from  its  inception,  hav- 
ing been  a stockholder  shr’e  1891  and  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  for  the  past  13  years.  In  his  departure  the  company 
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loses  an  able  counselor,  and  his  associates  a valued  and  faithful 
friend. 

Be  it  Further  Resolved , That  these  resolutions  be  spread 
upon  the  minutes  of  the  company,  and  that  copies  be  forwarded  to 
the  family  of  Bishop  Romney. 

UTAH  HOTEL  COMPANY 

The  hand  of  Providence  having  removed  from  our  compan- 
ionship our  beloved  associate,  Director  and  Vice  President,  Bishop 
George  Romney, 

Resolved,  that  the  Utah  Hotel  Company  has  lost  one  of  its 
most  useful  Directors ; one  of  the  first  to  advocate  the  building  of 
“Hotel  Utah,”  and  while  it  was  being  built  took  such  a great  in- 
terest in  it,  being  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee,  that  every 
day  he  watched  its  erection.  When  the  Hotel  was  finally  com- 
pleted he  was  appointed  one  of  the  Committee  to  go  East  and 
purchase  the  furnishings ; and  after  it  was  occupied,  never  failed 
to  call  on  his  way  down  town  to  see  that  everything  was  being 
carried  on  right.  Bishop  Romney  was  fair  in  all  his  dealings  with 
men;  had  excellent  judgment  in  business  affairs;  was  a wise 
counselor  and  a true  friend. 

We,  his  fellow-Directors,  regret  to  lose  his  companionship, 
but  realize  he  lived  to  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-eight  and  did  a great 
work ; setting  a splendid  example  for  his  family  to  follow. 

We  sympathize  with  his  relatives  in  their,  and  our,  loss. 

Utah  Hotel  Company, 

By  Heber  J.  Grant,  President 

John  C.  Cutler,  Secretary. 

It  is  ordered  that  copies  of  this  Resolution  be  forwarded  to 
the  family. 

BENEFICIAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Whereas,  our  honored  friend  and  fellow  associate  George 
Romney  was,  on  the  first  day  of  February,  1920,  called  home  to 
the  life  beyond,  and 

Whereas,  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Beneficial  Life  Insurance  Company  from  its  organization ; 

Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  that  we,  the  Officers  and  Directors 


38 


BISHOP  GEORGE  ROMNEY. 


on  the  Board,  express  the  keen  loss  we  have  sustained  in  the  death 
of  our  fellow-laborer. 

He  was  a pioneer  of  the  State  of  Utah,  and  passed  through 
the  hardships  incident  to  those  early  days,  suffering  deprivation 
with  a fortitude  and  unswerving  faith  most  commendable.  He  as- 
sisted in  the  establishment  of  various  essential  industries  of  this 
Intermountain  Commonwealth,  and  in  making  the  wilderness  blos- 
som, “the  parched  ground  a pool,  and  the  thirsty  land,  springs  of 
water,”  that  it  might  become  a pleasing  habitation  for  all  who 
should  come  after.  He  was  honored  by  his  fellowmen  for  the 
integrity  of  his  heart  and  faithfulness  to  duty,  for  he  turned 
neither  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left,  but  pursued  an  even  course 
with  an  honesty  of  purpose  and  love  of  the  right  in  all  his  deal- 
ings which  struck  a chord  of  confidence  in  the  hearts  of  all  who 
knew  him. 

Like  the  Patriarchs  of  old,  he  has  departed  this  life  crowned 
with  the  blessings  of  many  years  of  faithfulness,  to  receive  his 
reward  and  be  numbered  among  the  just  for  evermore. 

Be  it  further,  Resolved,  that  we  express  to  the  bereaved  fam- 
ily our  deep  sympathy,  and  that  a copy  of  these  Resolutions  be 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  this  Company  and  that  an  engrossed 
copy  be  sent  to  the  family  of  our  departed  friend  and  brother. 

Heber  J.  Grant,  President. 


Axel  B.  C.  Ohlson,  Secretary. 
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